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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 303927 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: AF/E:GWSCOTT 
APPROVED BY: AF:WHARROP 
S/S-0 HWEINLAND 

118067 220138Z/62 

R 21 1921Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO RUQMDI/AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 0404 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

SECRET STATE 303927 

EXDIS 

FOL TEL SENT ACTION SECSTATE FROM YAOUNDE DTD 15 DEC 77 QTE 


SECRET YAOUNDE 5511 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PINR, MOPS, ET, UR, EG, CM, US 
SUBJ: SOVIET AIRLIFT TO ETHIOPIA 

REF: (A) STATE 297459, (B) STATE 297322, (C) STATE 297314 
(D) STATE 297297 

1 . COURTESY CALLS OF AF/C DIRECTOR JUNIOR ON FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SECRETARY GENERAL JOSEPH OWONO (FORMER AMBASSADOR 
TO US) AND PRESIDENCY SECRETARY GENERAL SAMUEL EBOUA PROVIDED 
OPPORTUNITY INFORM GURC OF SOVIET AIRLIFT AS OUTLINED 
REFTELS. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 303927 


2. BOTH OWONO AND EBOUA APPRECIATED RECEIVING INFORMATION AND 
INDICATED THAT THEY DID NOT WISH TO SEE SUPER POWER INVOLVEMENT 
IN HORN OF AFRICA. THEY FULLY APPROVED OF US POLICY OF 
RESTRAINT IN FURNISHING DEFENSIVE EWAPONS IN SOMALIA AND 
DISAPPROVED OF INCREASED SOVIET AID TO ETHIOPIA. THEY 
WISHED TO SEE MEDIATION EFFORTS GIVEN A CHANCE INSTEAD OF 
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AN ESCALATION IN THE LEVEL OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT BEING FURNISHED. 

OWONO INDICATED THAT HE WOULD INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER KEUTCHA 
AND EBOUA AS NORMAL ROUTINE CAN BE EXPECTED TO REPORT HIS 
CONVERSATION TO PRESIDENT AHIDJO. 

3. WHILE GURC OFFICIALS DID NOT SAY THAT THEY WOULD TURN 
DOWN REQUESTS FOR OVERFLIGHTS, IN THE UNLIKELY EVEN THEY 
ARE MADE, THEY PROBABLY WOULD DO SO SINCE THEY HAVE MADE IT 
CLEAR TO SOVIETS THAT AEROFLOT IS NOT RPT NOT WELCOME TO 
MAKE TECHNICAL STOPS FOR FUEL IN DOUALA ON THE NDJAMENA- 
MALABO RUN. GURC WAS INFORMED OF SOVIET PRACTICE OF INDI- 
CATING ADEN AS DESTINATION ON FLIGHTS BOUND FOR ETHIOPIA. SMYTHE 
UNQTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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